EVELYN'S   PLACE  IN   HISTORY

occasions   was   her   temper,   the  world   was   very
grateful to her upon that account.9*

John Evelyn can easily be surpassed in every
branch of learning to which his lively attention was
drawn. Mary Evelyn with her philosophic calm
and kindly dignity has no claim to be classed among
women of historical note. They were neither of them
great in the generally accepted sense of the word.
But perhaps they were greater than the great.
Perhaps., by their ceaseless endeavour,, their wonderful
purity of motive, their quiet almost instinctive
resolve never to debase their standard, their sustained
effort to turn the passing hour to good account.,
and their constant preoccupation to help others.,
they may have set in motion those little currents of
influence, hidden from the eyes of men, yet reaching
further than mortal man can grasp, not only in their
own day but to the years beyond.
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